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merely cloistered life, recognizing that the conditions of the modem world
call for action sanctified by devotion and suffering. As a Superior, she
wisely let those under her do their work in their own way, and in place of
traditional modes of penance, advised a constant conformity to God's will
in everything. No task was too great or too small for her zeal, her only
fear was that her Community might lose the spirit of its first fervour !
It was at Chicago and in a Hospital of her founding, that Sister Frances
Xavier Cabrini went to her reward. She had been in failing health for
some time, and on December 22, 1917, she did not attend Mass. About
midday she appeared so ill that both the priest and doctor were sent for.
Extreme Unction was administered, but before the doctor could arrive
the end had come. A somewhat sudden death, but one fully prepared for
by a surpassing personal holiness, joined to apostolic achievements that
stand in the front rank of all that is mentioned in the pages of hagiology of
the past.
The process of her Canonization was commenced in 1928. On
November the Thirteenth, 1938, the name of Frances Xavier Cabrini was
inscribed among the Beatified, The requisite number of further miracles
(two) having been duly authenticated, the Bull of Canonization was com-
manded by the Pope. The imposing ceremony took place at St Peter's,
Rome, on Sunday, July 7, 1946, in the presence of some twenty Cardinals,
a hundred Bishops, the Diplomatic Corps, the Apostolic Delegate to the
United States, and many ecclesiastical, military and civil Americans, in
addition to a vast assemblage of other persons. Sisters of the Order which
St Frances Cabrini had founded, came from various countries, including a
contingent from London. The Pope, Pius XII, celebrated the Mass of
Canonization, with the Epistle and Gospel in Latin and Greek, signifying
the universality of the Church, and at the conclusion of the ceremony
crowds filled the great square of St Peter's, while a squadron of aircraft
circled above in salute, as if to stress the fact that ancient devotion and
modern sentiment combined to acclaim the accession of yet another Saint
to a long war-torn world,
"Frances Xavier Cabrini, The Saint of the Emigrants."   By a Benedictine of Stanbrook
Abbey, with a Preface by the Right Reverend Abbot Smith, C.R.L., D.D.
" Saint Frances Cabrini."   By Mgr. G. Delia Cioppa.   Translation from the Italian,
"Universe" (newspaper), Friday, July 12, 1946.   Private information.